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22 William and Maey Quarterly. 

Creek a branch of Corotock bay in the parish of Lyhaven in the s d County of 
Princess Anne and bounded as followeth to Wit: beginning at a pine standing 
at the head of a Small Creek or Cove issuing out of the s d Muddy Creek and 
running thence bounding on a line of markt trees divides this land and the 
land of James Sherard South Easterly, 13 degrees fifty five pole to a hickory 
in the old line, thence bounding on the old line of markt trees South Westerly 
Sixty nine degrees ninety four pole to a corner pine, thence bounding on the 
old line of marked trees north westerly fifty six degrees Sixty two pole to an 
old corner gum standing by the side of a Poquoson dividing this land and the 
land now in the possession of John Dawley, thence running down the East 
side of s d run poquoson and marsh to muddy Creek, thence running down the 
s d Creek the several courses thereof and bounding thereon to the mouth of a 
small Creek dividing this land and the land of Edward Canon, thence bound- 
ing up the west side of the s d Creek or run to the first mentioned pine, with 
all & c To have hold & c To be held &° Yielding & paying & c Provided 
&° In Witness &° Witness our Trusty & wel beloved Alexander Spotswood 
our L' Gover" &° at Williamsburgh under the seal of our s d Colony the Six- 
teenth day of June one thousand seven hundered & fourteen. In the Thir- 
teenth year of our Keign A Spotswood." 

Authorities quoted: Encyclopaedia Britannica, History of the Bermuda* 
(Lefroy), Article "Matthew Hopkins" in the Dictionary of National Biogra- 
phy, Rationalism in Europe (Leckey), History of England (Macanlay), The 
Witchcraft Delusion in New England (Introduction), Samuel G. Drake, 
Brand's Popular Antiquities, the records in the clerks' offices of Norfolk and 
Princess Anne counties, and the records in the Land Office, Richmond, Vir- 
ginia. 



EXPERIENCE OP MRS. ELIZABETH DIGGES.' 
By Kate Mason Rowland. 
In a letter from the Rev. Henry Miles, D. D., and F. R. S., to 
the President of the Royal Society, " containing observations of 
luminary emanations from human bodies and from brutes, with 
some remarks on electricity," published in the Philosophical Trans- 
actions of the Royal Society of London, Vol. 43, 1744-'45, No. 
476, p. 441, occurs the following : 

"In the late edition of the works of the honorable Mr. Boyle, 
Vol. V, p. 646, is a letter from Mr. Clayton, dated June 23, 1684, 
at James City, in Virginia, in which he gives Mr. Boyle an account 
of a strange accident (as he calls it), and adds that he had in- 
closed the very paper Col. Digges gave him of it, under his own 

'Wife of Col. William Digges, of Virginia and Maryland, eldest son of 
Gov. Edward Digges. See Vol. I., pp. 147, 213, revised edition. Col. Digges 

married Elizabeth Sewell, daughter of Henry Sewell, and Jane Lowe, his wife, 
who married 2dly, Charles the 3d Lord Baltimore. 
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hand and name to attest the truth, and that the same was also as- 
serted to him by Madame Digges, his Lady, sister to the wife of 
Major Sewall, and daughter of the Lord Baltimore, to whom this 
accident happened. This paper very unhappily came not to hand 
till after Mr. Bojle's works were printed, and therefore could not 
be inserted with Mr. Clayton's letter. But having since met it, I 
present the following exact copy of it to you, and if you judge fit, 
by your hands to the Royal Society." 

, Mabyland, Anno 1683. 

"There happened about the month of November to one Madam Susanna 
Sewall, wife to Major Nic. Sewall, of the Province abovesaid, a strange flashing 
of sparks (seemed to be of fire) in all the wearing apparel she put on, and so 
continued till Candlemas. And in the company of several, viz. : Captain Ed- 
ward Poulson, Captain John Harris, Mr. Edward Braines, &c, the said Su- 
sanna did send several of her wearing apparel, and when they were shaken, it 
would fly out in sparks, and make a noise, much like unto bay leaves when 
flung into, the fire, and one spark lit on Major Sewall's thumb nail, and 
there continued at least a minute before it went out, without any heat, 
all which happened in the company of Win. Digges. 

1 My Lady Baltimore, her mother-in-law, for some time before the death of 
her son Caecelius Calvert, had the like happened to her, which has made 
Madam Sewall much troubled at what has happened to her. They carried 
Mrs. Susanna Sewall one day to put on her sister Digges' Petticoat, which 
they had tried beforehand and would not sparkle, but at night when Madam 
Sewall put it off, it would sparkle as the rest of her own garments did." 



THE THRUSTON FAMILY OF VIRGINIA. 

Probably one of the most interesting and satisfactory family re- 
cords preserved in America is that of the Thruston family. This 
family came to Virginia from the city of Bristol, which contri- 
buted so much to the settlement of Virginia. 

I. Generation of 1. John Thruston, Chamberlain of Bristol 
(baptized June 8, 1606 ; d. April 8, 1675), son of Malachias Thurs- 
ton, of Wellington, in Somersetshire. He married Thomasine, 
daughter of Peter Rich, minister of Teatsbury (?), in Wiltshire, and 
had issue 24 children, of whom all died under age except 2, 
Thomasine, who married John Hunt on September 11, 1653; 3, 
Justian, who died aged 21 ; 4, Alice, who died aged 26 ; 5, Ann ; 6, 
Malachy; 7, Edward; 8, Justian; 9, James. 

The following statement is taken from the contemporary notices 

1 The additional lines are not in Col. Digges' hand, but seem to be in Mr. Clayton's. 



